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AUTOMATIC FOCUS CAMERA 
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Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To complete focusing in a very short time by providing a 1st search means moving a focus 
lens in a comparatively coarse step and a 2nd search means in a line step in the vicinity of an object. 

CONSTITUTION: A 1st search means moves a focus ring 2 to an infinite point at first. When the 
automatic focus is started, a first focus evaluation value obtained just after the focusing is stored in a 
maximum memory 1 00, a focus motor 3 is driven to drive the ring 2 at a high speed in the direction of 
the near distance. Thus, 12 steps of focus evaluation values are obtained. A 1st comparator 101 
compares the maximum focus evaluation value stored in the memory 1 00 with the current focus 
evaluation value and stores the maximum value up to now at all times. Then a 2nd search means drives 
the motor 3 at a high speed to move the ring 2 to one preceding step position of the 1st maximum focus 
evaluation momentarily and to drive the motor 3 at a low speed in the infinite direction, the maximum 
focus evaluation value is obtained based on an output of the comparator 101 to obtain the focal point. 
(From: Patent Abstracts of Japan, Section: E, Section No. 1077, Vol. 15, No. 233, Pg. 12, June 14, 
1991 ) 
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